
Questions that arose at a May Special Town meeting about rezoning the lot on 
which the meetinghouse sits led to a delay voting on the zoning article. After a 
slow response from a very busy Town Counsel which provided some answers, 
the planning board will soon be re-submitting a zoning article for a vote, ac-
cording to planning board chair Nan Riebschlaeger.

The need to re-zone the lot arose after it was discovered, during the course of a 
survey conducted for our historic structures report, that there is no deed on file 
documenting the transfer of the building from the town to the congregation of 
the former church. Previously everyone had believed the church had owned the 
building and sold the it to our non-profit years ago. As the meetinghouse had 
been on the same lot as the cemetery, the lot that was created to enable the 
town to sell the lot is substandard under current zoning laws.

Rezoning the building is one of three steps needed to allow the town to re-
lease/sell the building to FWM. The town meeting must also vote to allow the 
Selectboard to sell the building. The board must then follow the correct legal 
process and issue a request for proposals for plans 
for the building. We are are confident that our historic 
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Old Home Day  
Raffle Prizes!

We have many raffle prizes for 
Wendell Old Home 2017 due to 
the generosity of friends of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse including 
current & former residents and 
businesses from Wendell and 
neighboring towns. This year the 
proceeds of the raffle will be de-
voted to restoring and reopening 
the meetinghouse for community 
use. 

• Basket of Kuumba Made body 
care products from Kuumba 
Piazza, Tucson

• 90 minutes session of Shiatsu 
healing with Shelley Hines, 
Wendell

• Ergonomically designed chef’s 
knife with Damascus steel blade 
& olive wood handle from Mi-
chael Noble, Northfield

• A 2 oz. Lyme Aid & a 2 oz Lyme 
Resistance from herbalist Chris 
Marano, Wendell

• $50 gift certificate to Greenfield 
Farmers Cooperative Exchange 
from manger Jeff Budine, Wen-
dell

• 10 Alex & Ani Bracelets from Ray 
Gentl, New Salem

• Three fleece hats, from Hats 
Stuff & Claudia Pommer

• $50 gift certificate to Hope and 
Olive, Mike and Natalie Noble, 
Northfield

• $25 gift certificate from Die-
mand Farm, Wendell

• 1/2 gallon of Maple Syrup from 
Sugarbush Farm & Bill and Lau-
rel Facey, Wendell

 

A Fresh Coat of Paint:   
Tom Chaisson of Tri-County Construction prepares the final face of the Meeting-

house for paint. Tom used more than 30 tubes of caulk to seal up the building, 
flashed the chimney, and made minor repairs to protect it for years to come.

Town Meeting Vote Delayed

Mission Statement
Our mission is to preserve, maintain, and protect the Wendell Meeting-
house, a cornerstone to the Wendell Town Common and Historic Distric. 
Once the building has been restored to its former glory, it shall then be 

available for historical exhibits, cultural and spiritual programs, and it will 
serve as a meeting place for special events.

 

Continued on Page 2

 

More Prizes on Page 2!



Join Us / Support Us
We welcome your ideas and input on how to use this community resource. Meetings are the first Monday of every 
month at 3pm at the Wendell Senior Center. To become a member: Send $10 or more with your name, address, and 
email to Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse, PO Box 171, Wendell, MA 01379 or visit our website. 

www.wendell-meetinghouse.org

FWM seeking Clerk 
& Board Members
After serving as clerk for a year Kate 
Lee has stepped down and we’re 
looking for a new clerk. Our clerk’s 
primary responsibility is taking min-
utes. Help with filing and other efforts 
is also appreciated. We currently 
meet on first Mondays at 3pm & are 
open to a change in time if need be.

We are also looking for several more 
board members. Board members only 
need to attend a few meetings a year 
and pitch in to support the cause in 
the manner which best suits them.  
Please contact Marianne at msun-
dell65@hotmail.com or 413-687-2527 
if you are interested in serving as clerk 
or joining the board.

structures report detailing our plans 
will enable us to provide an outstand-
ing proposal.

Several members of FWM’s board of 
directors met with the Wendell Se-
lectboard to encourage them to help 
expedite the process by submitting 
the article that will allow them to sell 
the building at the same meeting as 
the zoning article. This is important as 
lack of clear ownership hampers our 
ability to seek grants. As the board 
agreed to this request, we are look-
ing forward to consideration of both 
articles in the next few months. We 
encourage all Wendell residents who 
support our efforts to come out and 
vote to support these proposals when 
the time comes!

 

ZoZnZZoning, continued from Page 1

• $50 gift certificate for small engine 
repair Kenny Parks Mountain Motor 
works, Wendell

• Tee-Shirt from local artist Donna 
Horn, Wendell

• A dozen cookies from Kathleen 
Leonard, Wendell

• Goddess Glow Sunbutter Botanical 
Sunscreen from Tamara Matosic

• Wrapped Paculite stone pedant on 
a cord from Gail Krutka, Wendell

• An art print from Leverett artist 
Laureen Shea

• A bottle of wine from Village Coop, 
Leverett

• Framed Picture of Fiske Pond from 
Nini Melvin, Florence

• Tee-Shirt and $10 Gift certificate 
to Deja Brew from Patti Scutari, 
Wendell

• A CD from the Equalites
• Hamburger dinner for four from 

Millstone Market, Sunderland
• A pint glass and gift certificate from 

Elements Brewery, Millers Falls
• Help with a dump run to WRATS 

only from Kevin Baleno, Wendell
• A 30 minute massage from Gretchen 

Wetherby

 

ZoZnZPrizes, continued from Page 1

Last year’s ‘Playing for Paint’ concert 
helped fund painting the exterior of the   
Meetinghouse!

Ringing the Bells
Although the 
meetinghouse is 
not yet open for 
public use, we 
have continued 
the tradition of 
ringing its bells 
to mark special 
events. Commu-
nity members 
are welcome to 

request that the bells be rung only for 
events with spiritual gravitas such as 
life cycle and solidarity events.

Dave Riebschlaeger has been our 
volunteer bell ringer for many years. 
Please contact him at 544-2741  at 
least 48 hours before your special 
occassion to request that he ring the 
bells. Also please let the community 
know for whom the bell tolls on the 
Wendell town list if possible.

Over the past year the meetinghouse 
bells were rung to mark the passing of 
Amanda Glover, Theo Bennett, China 
H, Joshua Stebbins, Chris Golash, 
Carolyn “China” Hulslander, Edward 
Diemand, Richard Baldwin, and in 
solidarity with Charlottesville.

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who pitched 
in to help in our efforts to paint, 
protect, and move a step closer 
to reopening and the Wendell 
Meetinghouse over the last year. 
We’re especially grateful to Tom 
Chaisson for his very generous bid 
for the paint job and getting the 
work done in time for Old Home 
Day. Also to Kate Lee for doing 
a great job serving as our clerk & 
updating or newsletter & files on 
and off line while parenting two 
young kids, and continuing on 
board & with newsletter production; 
to Francis Doughty for sharing his 
beautiful music in support of the 
Meetinghouse both at the Wendell 
Yule & Playing for Paint concerts; to 
Charles Smith,  the biggest donor 
to the paint fund; to Morningstar, 
Moonlight, the Wendell Community 
Chorus & family members for help 
with the Yule Concert & bake sale; 
to Dave Riebschlaeger for ringing 

the bells on special occasions.


