
Upcoming Yule Concert
Francis Doughty and the Wendell 
Community Chorus featuring guest 
vocalist Moonlight Davis will perform 
at the Wendell Yule Concert, Saturday, 
December 17 at 7:30pm at the Wen-
dell Town Hall. This night of song and 
celebration is a benefit for Friends of 
the Wendell Meetinghouse and the 
Wendell Community Chorus. 

This is a rare opportunity to see 
Francis Doughty, an exciting finger-
style guitarist often compared to 
Leo Kottke. Francis captivates audiences with his own 
evocative music as well as thrilling Kottke covers. 

The Wendell Community Chorus is a multi-generation-
al group who perform songs from all over the world. 
Their enthusiasm and energy shines through, carrying 
their audiences along with them in their celebration of 
song. Directed by Morning Star Chenven, they have 
been singing together for over five years. Moonlight 
Davis brings his powerful voice to this Holiday perfor-
mance, which will feature songs by local songwriters, 
Bob Marley, Sly and the Family Stone, Sufjan Stevens, 
and world music 
selections.

The concert will 
begin at 7:30pm 
– doors open at 
7pm. Suggested 
donation is $10 
adults, $6 kids.
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Mission Statement
Our mission is to preserve, maintain, and protect the 
Wendell Meetinghouse, a cornerstone to the Wendell 

Town Common and Historic Distric. Once the building has 
been restored to its former glory, it shall then be available 
for historical exhibits, cultural and spiritual programs, and 

it will serve as a meeting place for special events.

The Meetinghouse Heads to 
Town Meeting
The Meetinghouse will be on 
the warrant twice at the next 
special town meeting follow-
ing a title search that revealed 
that the town is legal owner of 
the parcel which the Meeting-
house shares with the cemetery. 
Before this discovery everybody 
believed that the property had 
been conveyed to the Friends 
of the Wendell Meetinghouse 

from the trustees of the Wendell Congregational Church in 
2002.  The warrant articles will serve to convey legal own-
ership of the meetinghouse property to FWM to rectify this 
situation without creating a zoning violation.

continued on page 2

President’s Corner
After raising funds to paint the building in 2016, in 2017 
FWM will be returning to fundraising to match state res-
toration grants. Joining us or renewing your membership 
will help us meet this goal.

When legal ownership of the building is restored to us at 
town meeting, we will be ready to apply for small non-
state grants to supplement local fundraising efforts. The 
Historic Structure Report completed in 2015 will provide 
documentation of project details needed for grants. 

All of our local fundraising efforts to date show the 
community’s ongoing support for the meetinghouse and 
strengthen some grant applications and play a critical 
role in others. Thanks to the generosity of musicians, 
business owners, cooks, bakers, donors and volunteers 
from Wendell and beyond in years past, we are now in 
strong position to reach out beyond our local community 
in 2017 for funds to re-open the Wendell Meetinghouse 
for use celebrating local history, culture, spirit and com-
munity!

Marianne Sundell, President of FWM
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Join Us / Support Us
We welcome your ideas and input on how to use this community resource. Meetings are the first Monday of every 
month at 1pm at the Wendell Senior Center. To become a member: Send $10 or more with your name, address, and 
email to Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse, PO Box 171, Wendell, MA 01379 or visit our website. 

www.wendell-meetinghouse.org

Playing for Paint 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
make the Playing for Paint benefit a 
successful fundraiser and a lot of fun!

The concert’s proceeds plus contribu 
tions to the Paint Fund met our goal 
to paint half the building. At our last 
meeting Charles Smith announced 
his intention to cover the cost of 
painting the rest of the building. A 
big thank you to Charles! 

Thank you also to Tom Chaisson 
for a very generous bid for the job 
and to everyone who contributed 
time and money. We look forward 
to painting the Meetinghouse in the 
spring.

So many people from Wendell and 
beyond pitched in to make the 
concert a success! Special thanks 
to Perry Howarth and Shelley Hines 
for inviting all the other musicians 
and to all the musicians-Richard 
Chase, Carrie Ferguson, Jonathon 
Dorr, Amie Keddy, Francis Doughty, 
Josh Levangie, Brandon Tarbox, Boo 
Pearson, David Boatwright, Peter 
Kim, Bill Klock, Myron Becker and 
Seal and all the kids who helped 
with the music. Thank you to every-
one who came out to support the 
cause, to Tony Thomas for running 
the sound system, Kathy Becker, 
Lena Morimoto and Jerry Barilla for 
staffing the event, Patti Scutari for 
letting us use the Deja Brew, Kevin, 
Lorraine, and Kathleen for helping 
with food and drinks, Jackie Hunt for 
sharing her tent and Kevin Baleno, 

Dave Riebschlaeger, Eric Newman, 
and Tommy Boyten for helping with 
set up, Stephen Rice for creating the 
poster, Laura Morin and Justin Sun-
dell-Thomas for helping with plans 
and posters, Chris Queen for helping 
edit and print our fundraising letter, 
Denise Andrews for her ongoing 
support of our efforts, Ed for helping 
clean up, Ezzell for the cake and to 
Karen, Nan, Ray, Dan and Bill for 
being so supportive.

Yule Concert 2015
Thank you to all who helped make 
2015’s seasonal celebration a suc-
cessful fundraiser for both us and the 
Wendell Community Chorus. Special 
thanks to Kellianna who donated 
her time to perform for us all, and 
also came up with the idea and 
helped with publicity. Special thanks 
to Jenna Greene for coming from 
Boston to grace us with her beautiful 
singing and harp music. Thank you 
to Moonlight and Morning Star, and 
the members of Wendell Community 
Chorus, for sharing your uplifting 
songs. We are very fortunate, as an 
organization and as a community, 
to have so many talented musicians 
stepping up to share their songs with 
us to help move another step closer 
to  reopening the Wendell Meet-
inghouse! Thank you also to Nan 
Riebschlaeger, Gail Krutka, Charles 
Smith, Mez Ziemba, Judith Brier, 
Laurel Facey, all the bakers, Heather 
Gonis for the poster, and the Wen-
dell Selectboard for waiving the fee 
for town hall.

While assisting with the Historic Struc-
ture Report for FWM, surveyor Mary 
Ann Milewski discovered that in 1785 
the town meeting voted that the select-
man “take deed” of the property. While 
it is possible that the land may have 
been divided into separate parcels for 
the meetinghouse and cemetery, no 
deed for the Congregational Church 
was found on record.

The town is required to follow state 
rules when conveying property and the 
selectboard was advised by town coun-
sel that they must have both a warrant 
article and a request for proposals. The 
RFPs will follow the town meeting vote. 
In order to divide the building’s lot 
from the cemetery a lot is needed that 
does not comply with the requirements 
of the town’s single zoning district. 
Creating a new zoning district and per-
mitting a reduced lot size will prevent 
the transfer of the lot from creating a 
zoning violation.

Welcome New Officers
Over the last 13 months, Friends of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse has undergone 
changes in leadership. After 3 years as 
President, Nan Riebschlaeger decided 
not to seek re-election and Marianne 
Sundell, who had been serving as 
Vice President, was elected President. 
Charles Smith, who was President in 
the early years of FWM, became the 
new VP. Laura Morin stepped down and 
Kate Lee was elected as the new Clerk. 
Gail Krupka resigned as Treasurer and 
was replaced by Justin Sundell-Thom-
as. We are grateful for the service of 
our outgoing officers!
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