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THE WENDELL MEETING HOUSE 

PRELIMINARY CONDITION ANALYSIS 

For: The Friends of The Meeting House 
P.O. Box 171 Wendell, Massachusetts 01379 

By: Jerry T. Eide and Molly Kaynor 
Hill Town Restoration 

57 Old Stage Road Wendell, Massachusetts 01379 
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Sept 10, 2000 

HILL TOWN RESTORA TlON 
Spedalizing in the oreservation of historic buildings. 

JERRY T. EIDE (978) 544-7864 
57 OLD STAGE ROAD, WENDELL, MA 01379 

Construction Supervisor's license #CS063882 

CT Home Construction #5654081 MA Home Improvement Registration #120384 

Dear Fellow Friends Of The Wendelll\.:1eeting House, 

The purpose of this Report is to evaluate the existing conditions and structural 
health of the Wendell Meeting House, to determine if any risk exists that might jeopardize 
public safety, and to give recommendations on how to preserve the original fabric of the 
Wendell Meeting House. This report will also help to identify and prioritize significant 
problems and possible solutions. 

This report is written by Molly Kaynor, and based on an inspection of the church 
conducted, free of charge, by Jerry T. Eide of Hill Town Restoration in the first week of 
September of the year 2000. The exterior inspection was carried out using a ladder to 
check the condition of the upper sections of the building, and from the ground using bin
oculars to examine the roof and bell tower base where possible. 

The attractive layout of this report was done by Al MacIntire whose creativity and 
expertise made this easy-to-read booklet possible. A copy of this report will be donated to 
the Wendell Free Library and The Friends of The Wendell Meeting House. 

Jerry and I hope this report will be helpful in preserving this living piece of history. 
Besides being a classic component to our New England common, the Wendell Meeting 
House stands proudly as a 155 year old grandparent to our town with stories to tell of this 
community's past. We support the Friends in their interest in preserving this treasure so it 
may continue to serve as our community's meeting house for centuries to come! 

Sincerely, 

\ 



The Meeting House on Wendell town common, viewed from southwest. 



GROUNDS: Another preventative project related to impending moisture problems is to cut back the 
saplings that have grown up against the east side of the building. 

SILLS AND FOUNDATION: The other urgent structural concern is that the front sill has deteriorated. 
The reason for this is that the modem concrete block step that goes along the front, prevented proper 
drainage and has therefore caused severe moisture damage to the sill. The sill needs to be replaced with a 
rot resIstant wood such as white oak once the concrete slab has been removed (and hopefully replaced 
with steps which will reflect the period of the building.) 
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The other sills along the sides and 
back of building look OK, although 
it is recommended that the founda
tion stones be repositioned a bit as 
they are slightly out of alignment 
with the frame, in places. Pointing is 
recommended from the ground up to 
stabilize the foundation, block wmd ~ -
from blowing directly under the 
building and prevent critters and 
insects from having such easy access ~-'-:.-'~ 
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WINDOWS: Another significant concern is that the 
windows are all in bad shape. Each window needs to be 
rebuilt properly inside and out. The paint has been 
missing too long and the wood has weathered beyond 
repair. It needs to be strengthened with consolidants, 
glazed, primed and finish painted. 
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The window sills which are the part of a window which usually is the 
first to rot out, are in amazingly good shape. Lack of storm windows 
perhaps helped with that. The glass in the windows is, for the most part 
original (19th century hammered glass). There are a few panels that 
have, or will need replacement (hopefully with reproduction glass or 
stained giass where needed). 

(note: A frame has been constructed inside the 
building which may facilitate the repair process of 
the windows. If it seems that it is not needed, it 
will be dismantled.) 
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EXTERIOR DOORS, SIDING AND WOODWORK: The front doors are original. They both need 
extensive repairs or probably replaced (hopefully reproduced). 
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Perhaps a little exterior stairway originally led to small upper door on east side that goes into the upstairs 
office area. It is clear that all ofthe siding, the rake, cornice crown molding, as well as the woodwork on 
the bell tower base all need to be scraped, repaired, and painted. 
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CHIMNEY: The chimney may be original since it is constructed with what looks to be 19th century 
brick with lime mortar. It is perhaps worth repairing in order to allow the building to be heated. It is in 
pretty good shape, but the interior stovepipe needs to be changed, and the chimney needs pointing and a 
liner before it can be used safely. 

: 'I 
I' 

j 



FLOORS, CEILINGS & WALLS: It is recommended that the rug and linoleum be removed to expose 
the wide yellow pine floorboards in the meeting room. Floor needs to be exposed to assess the support 
needed to level the floor in the main room. 
(It may be interesting to note here that the simple flat backs of the raised paneling are exposed to the 

meeting room- not the fine craftsmanship shown on the other side of the beaded, raised panels which 
seem to have been purposely hidden. Does this perhaps reflect strict Puritanism of the times in Wendell?) 
The walls and ceilings were originally plastered with hand-split accordion lath (most likely spruce or 
pine). 

There is evidence that wood re
placed the plaster ceilings perhaps 
because the plaster was in disrepair 
then, at some point, tin was hung 
over that, most likely for aesthetics. 
And now fiberboard is suspended 
over the ceiling. It is recommended 
that the ceilings be taken back to 
the lath and plastered once again as 
they were originally intended to be, 
and painted with the original color. 



PAINT COLORS: There is reason to believe that the exterior of the Meeting House was originally 
painted white because of the style of the building and traditions of the mid 18tb centwy. It is interesting 
that there are severalJayers of paint on interior walls and woodwork that reflect various colors of the 
times. The walls in the meeting room now have paper over the plaster that has been painted a robin's egg 
blue. When the paper is remov~ but before the plaster being repaired and consolidated, a professional 
paint analysis could determine what the original colors truly were when the Meeting House first opened 
its doors. 

2ND FLOOR: The room over the entryway was most likely used as an office and storage area. It has not 
been used as heavily as the downstairs, so less was done to it (Le.: fewer coats of paint, no floor cover
ings, and not as many damaged areas.) It is interesting to note that the storage closet on the 2nd floor is 
lined with scraps of beautiful beaded paneling - remnants, most likely from the first floor meeting room, 
however, inside this closet, the raised paneled sides exposed rather than hidden as they are in the meeting 
room. 



THE ATTIC: The attic is structurally sound with a Kingpin Truss system to support the ceiling and 
roof. This beautiful and effective type of support system is intact here except that some of the original 
framing was damaged when the roof ridge was raised. There is reason to believe that the original steeple 
was attached to the top of the bell tower. 



SUMMARY OF REPAIR RECOMMENDATIONS: 

PRIORITIZED PROJECT LIST TO REGAIN THE GENERAL HEALTH, AND MAINTAIN THE 
STRUCTURAL AND AESTHETIC INTEGRITY OF THE WENDELL MEETING HOUSE: 

• Roof and the bell tower repairs and interior stabilizing in the attic 

• Concrete slab removal and appropriate replacement steps 

• Front sill removal and replacement 

• Window restoration inside and out 

• Exterior doors, siding and woodwork repairs 

• Exterior painting 

• Chimney liner and pointing 

• Interior paint analysis should be done before any other interior work 

• Plaster replacement and repair work (ceilings and walls) 

• Interior woodwork replacement and repair 

• Interior painting 

Respectfully Submitted, 

CREDITS: 

Content: J. Eide & M. Kaynor 
Photos: J. Eide, M. Kaynor, A. MacIntire 
Digital Photo Process with Corel Photo Paint Ver. 9: A. MacIntire 
Cover Page Architectural Digital Art: A. MacIntire 
"Meeting House Sermon" Etching: Public Domain Source - Dover Publications Inc., NY 
LayoutlDesign with Adobe PageMaker 6.5: A. MacIntire 
Production: A. MacIntire 10/2000 P.O. Box 125 Millers Falls, MA 01349 

All rights reserved: Hilltown Restoration & A. MacIntire. Not for reproduction of any kind without 
expressed written permission. 



By-laws 
Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse 

Article I General Provisions 

1. The name of the corporation shall be The Friends of the 
Wendell Meetinllhouse. 

2. Place of business. Wendell, MA. 

3. Purpose. To preserve and maintain the Wendell 
Meetinghouse formerly known as the Wendell Church. 

4.Powers. The powers of the corporation shall include, but not 
be limited to, the power to: solicit funds, charge dues, disburse 
funds, hire professional consultants, retain counsel, initiate 
court action, sponsor public forums and other events, acquire 
property and real estate, sell or distribute property and real 
estate, publish informational literature, and any other 
activities and powers as defined and set forth in and allowed 
in the provisions of Section 501 (C) (3) of the Internal revenue 
Code an chapter 180 of the Massachusetts General Laws, each 
as now in force or heeereafter amended, in order to promote 
the purposes of the Corporation. 

Article II Office 

1. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Corporation shall be the 
calendar from January 1 to December 31. 

2. Principal Office. The Wendell Meetinghouse 
3 Morse Village Road 
Wendell, MA 01331 

Article III Membership 

1. General Membership. The membership of the Corporation 
shall be open to those who support the purposes of the 





corporation as defined in Article I. 

2. Voting Membership. Voting membership is extended to 
anyone who attend three consecutive meetings. Three 
unexcused absences result in loss of voting privileges. An 
absence is excuses by notifying an office prior to the meeting. 

3. Directors. The officers of the Corporation constitute the 
board of directors. 

Article IV Meetings 

1. Meetings will be held quarterly or more frequently as 
needed, or at the request of an officer or two members. 

2. Annual Meetings. The annual meeting will be held the first 
Thursday of October or at the discretion of the officers. The 
first item of business shall be the election of the officer whose 
term has elapsed. The second order of business shall be to 
hear reports from the treasurer, and the committees. ,The 
preservation committee shall submit a proposed annual 
budget. The next order of business shall be setting the agenda 
for the new year. 

3. Quorum. Five voting members of the Corporation shall 
constitute a quorum. 

4. Notice. Notice of the date and time of meetings will be 
announced through a phone tree. Notice shall be given n,ot 
less than seven or more than thirty days in advance. Except 
for the annual meeting, the President of the Corporation may 
reduce the minimum notice period for m seven days to three 
days by declaring the meeting to be an emergency meeting. 

5. Action by vote. Each voting member present shall have one 
vote. Proxies shall not be permitted. A majority of votes 
properly cast shall decide any question, unless otherwise 
provided by law, the Articles of Organization, or by these 
bylaws. 

Article V Officers and Duties 





1. Officers. The officers of the Corporation shall be a 
President, a Treasurer, and a Clerk. 

2. Election of Officers. Officers shall be nominated and elected 
by the membership at the annual meeting to serve a term of 
three years. These terms shall be staggered that a different 
officer shall be elected each year. In case of resignation, the 
officer elected serves the balance of the unexpired term. For 
the first year of business only the term of President shall be :1 ~ 

3. President. The president, as principal Officer, shall 
supervise the affairs of the corporation; and may execute and 
sign deeds, mortgages, and/or other instruments, and enter 
into agreements necessary to fulfill :the purposes of and 
objectives of the Corporation as required by law, the Articles 
of Organization, and the bylaws; and shall preside over 
meetings unless another be designated. Checks drawn on the 
accounts held by the Corporation shall be signed by the 
President or the Treasurer, as authorized by the membership. 

$. Treasurer. The Treasurer, as chief financial officer, shall 
collect and receive moneys; record imancial transactions; 
report to the annual meeting; and endorse, by signature, 
checks drawn on corporate accounts, and perform duties as 
required by law, the Articles of Organization, and the Bylaws. 

5. Clerk The Clerk shall keep minutes and hold these and 
other cords available for inspection at reasonable times, shall 
file the annual report with the secretary of the Commonwealth 
on or before November first each year, and shall perform other 
duties as required by law the articles of Organization, and the 
Bylaws. 

Article VI Terms and Conditions of Office 
1. Term of Office. The term of office begins upon election. 
These terms are for three years staggered as stated in Article V 
Section 2. 
2. Resignation. Resignation of officers shall be delivered to 

the President or Clerk, and be effective upon recipe, unless 
otherwise specified. 

2. Removal. At a meeting called for this purpose, a vote to 
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remove by two thirds or more of the voting members is 
required to remove an officer of the Corporation. Any officer 
who is to be removed must have thirty day written notice prior 
to such a vote stating the meeting time, date, place and reason 
for the action to be taken, and must be allowed time to make a 
statement prior to the vote. . 

4. Vacancies. Vacancies in any position may be filled by a vote 
of majority of the voting membership present at the meeting 
called for that purpose. The newly elected officer shall 
immediately assume office. 

5. Incapacity. In the event that the President or Clerk is 
incapacitated or absent from any m~eting, the meeting may 
elect, by majority vote, an acting President or Clerk to perform 
his or her duties. 

6. Committees. Acting committees shall be formed by majority 
vote. Provisionally the committees are: Bylaws, Preservation 
and Fund Raising. Each committee will have a convener who 
will plan meetings. . 

7. Personal Liability. The members and officers of the 
corporation shall not be personally liable for any debt, 
encumbrance, liabilities, torts, or litigation of the corporation. 
All person, corporations, or any other entities extending credit 
to, contracting with, or having any claim against the 
Corporation may look only to the funds and property of the 
corporation for payment of any such contractor claim, or' for 
the payment of any debt, damages, judgement, or decree or of 
any money that may otherwise come due or payable to them 
from the corporation. 

Article VII Amendments 

These bylaws may be altered or amended by any meeting of the 
membership by a two-thirds vote of those present, provided 
that the notice of the meeting shall have stated the proposed 
alteration or amendment and that such notice was in 
accordance with the Bylaws~ The annual meeting of the 
membership may however, rescind any alteration or 
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amendment passed after the preceding annual meeting. 

Article VIII Liquidation 
Upon liquidation or dissolution of this Corporation, and after 
payment of all known liabilities, or making due provision 
therefor, officers shall as their last official act transfer all 
remaining assets of the corporation to one or more 
organizations exempt from federal income tax under section 
501 (C) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
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#3 (J/ors.e VdJ ilje Road I W'Iv.J.c. cl 
Property Location: Comer of Morse Village Road and the Wendell Common 

QUITCLAIM DEED 

], Sylvia Wetherby, Trustee of The First Congregational Society, County of 
Franklin, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in consideration of one dollar ($1.00), . 
receipt hereby acknowledged, do hereby convey and grant to The Friends of the Wendell 
Meetinghouse, Inc., clo Melinda Godfrey, P.O. Box 171, Wendell, Massachusetts 01379 
and their successors, with ~uitdaim QCobenants: 

A certain tract of land with buildings thereon situate in said Wendell and 
bounded as follows: 

North by land of Victoria Aldrich; 
East by land of Leonard and Albert Hover; 
South by land of Alonzo Fleming and others; 
And the Common West by the highway 

Meaning and inttinding to convey the same pcoperty conveyed to The Tl u::.tees of 
the fund of the First Congregational Society by deed of George A. Fleming and Eva J. 
Fleming, dated May 1, 1889 and filed at the Franklin County Registry of Deeds at Book 
405, Page 61 on May 6, 1889. 

Witness my hand and seal this 10th day of May, 2002. 

'-'V£'R'_gational Society 

QCommonbJealtb of ;ifma55acbu5etts 
$ranklin, 55. 

May 10,2002 

Then personally appearetl before me the above named Sylvia Wetherby 
and acknowledged the foregoing to be her free a t and d ed. 

Je 
M 

~'''''1J.'fi41, Es re - Notary Public 
expires on 09/13/2002 
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The parties to this agreement are: 

The Wendell Congregational Church 
Wendell, MA 01379 

And 

The Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse 
P.O. Box 171 
Wendell, MA 01379 

April 2, 2002 

The Wendell Congregational Church, by it's chosen representatives 
and agents, agrees to sell the building on the eastern side of the Wendell 
town common, generally known as the Wendell Church or the Wendell 
Meetinghouse, deed filed at the Franklin County Registry of Deeds at 
Book 405, Page 61, to the organization known as the Friends of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse for the sum of $1.00, receipt acknowledged. 

The Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse, by their designated 
representatives, agree that: 

1. The above referenced Wendell Church shall be available, upon 
appropriate notice, for gatherings of a spiritual nature, such as 
weddings, funerals, religious services and celebrations. The 
exact nature and definition of a spiritual event shall be 
designated and determined by the representatives of 
said Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse. 

2. The building is to be preserved and maintained according to the 
standards established by the Secretary of the Interior for the 
treatment of historic buildings. 

3. Upon dissolution of said organization designated "The Friends 
of the Wendell Meetinghouse", title to the above referenced 
Wendell Church shall revert back to The Wendell 
Congregational Church. 





SUMMARY OF REPAIR RECOMMENDATIONS: 

PRIORITIZED PROJECT LIST TO REGAIN THE GENERAL HEALTH, AND MAINTAIN THE 
STRUCTURAL AND AESTHETIC INTEGRITY OF THE WENDELL MEETING HOUSE: 

• Roof and the bell tower repairs and interior stabilizing in the attic 

• Concrete slab removal and appropriate replacement steps 

• Front sill removal and replacement 

• Window restoration inside and out 

• Exterior doors, siding and woodwork repairs 

• Exterior painting 

• Chimney liner and pointing 

• Interior paint analysis should be done before any other interior work 

• Plaster replacement and repair work (ceilings and walls) 

• Interior woodwork replacement and repair 

• Interior painting 

Respectfully Submitted, 

CREDITS: 
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