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Our mission is to preserve, maintain, 
and protect the Wendell Meeting-
house, a cornerstone to the Wendell 
town common.  Once the building 
has been restored to its former glory, 
it shall then be available for histori-
cal exhibits, cultural and spiritual 
programs, and it will serve as a meet-
ing place for special events. 
 
Friends of the Wendell Meeting-
house will sustain the structure 
through ongoing fundraising efforts. 

Special Events To Come 

Mission Statement 

• Wendell Old Home Day – Visit 
our booth Saturday, 8/6/05  

• Our annual fall workday will be 
Saturday, 10/15/05 (Sunday rain 
date). Some possible projects to 
tackle: Paint the north end of the 
building, do necessary foundation 
repairs, prep for winter and do a 
general clean-up inside and out.  

• We will be at the Wendell Holiday 
Fair again this year! 

Contact Information 

Molly Kaynor: 978/544-7864 
Jerry Eide: jeide@crocker.com 
Melinda Godfrey: 978/544-3717 
Charles T. Smith: 51 Locke Hill Rd 

Help Wanted 

Besides an urgent need to rekindle 
the meetinghouse bank account, 
Friends of the Wendell Meeting-
house are looking for a treasurer, a 
fundraising coordinator and some-
one to change/update our Web site. 

THE NEW ROOF IS DONE! 
 

Ed Tolzdorf and his crew removed the old 
leaky roof, replaced all of the sheathing, put 
down a layer of “cedar breather” and re-
roofed our Meetinghouse with beautiful ce-
dar shingles in June this year. The extra 
sheathing needed came to an extra cost of 
$1,000, which FWM would have had to raise, 
but Ed Tolzdorf has waived the extra cost as 
a donation to the Wendell Meetinghouse. 
Appreciation also goes out to community 
contributors and the Mass. Historic Commis-
sion all of which made our new roof possible! 
 

Volunteers have completed some important 
final touches! Local woodworker Charlie 
Davico noticed how dilapidated some of the 
Meetinghouse molding/trim was looking.  
He borrowed a sample and with the help of 
friends, the trim was replicated and is now 
waiting for volunteers to paint and install it 
properly under the eaves.  

A Historic Cookbook 
And The Meetinghouse Roof 

 

More than thirty years ago, a historical recipe 
booklet was found by Helen Haddad, in the 
pantry of her old house on Jennison Road in 
Wendell. The cookbook had a sketch of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse with a bell tower roof 
and carriage shed on the cover. This collec-
tion of "Recipes Used and Recommended by 
the Good Cooks of Wendell" included such 
unusual items as "Pork Cake" and 
"Homemade soap."  
 

An article in a June 1949 area newspaper, 
“Enterprise and Journal” revealed that the 
Wendell Meetinghouse (then called the 
Wendell Church) got a new roof exactly 56 
years ago to the day with the help of the little 
old Wendell Cookbook that Helen found.  
 

In lieu of the fact that we still owe the state 
some matching funds for the roof costs, pro-
ceeds from the book will, yet again, help to 
pay for the new roof on the Wendell 
Meetinghouse! 
 

Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse will be 
selling copies of that 1949 Wendell cookbook 
(1949 newspaper article included) for $8.00 at 
our Old Home Day booth (8/7). Copies of 
the book may be ordered by sending $8.50 
per order with your name, address and phone 
number to FWM at the address below. 

The Wendell Meetinghouse has a new roof! 

The Meetinghouse Needs 
To Replenish Funds! 

 

Now that the roofers have been paid, the 
Meetinghouse bank account needs to be re-
vived.  Funds are needed, to stay insured, 
finance postage, afford to supply materials to 
volunteers, etc. The foundation may need 
some professional help… and it is estimated 
that at least several thousand dollars is 
needed to do minimal/urgent repairs on the 
bell tower.   
 

It should also be noted that the state grant 
for the roof is still contingent on raising 
$5,000 more from the community for the 
building restoration to finish matching the 
$12,500 MPPF grant Friends of the Wendell 
Meetinghouse received to replace the roof.  
 

The Wendell Meetinghouse is not a town 
owned building. Property taxes do not affect 
the meetinghouse. The revival of the building 
depends solely on volunteers and private do-
nations. Friends of the Wendell Meeting-
house Inc. is an independent, non-profit or-
ganization. Donations are tax-deductible. 

*Orders for Friends of the Wendell 
Meetinghouse Tee-shirts, postcards of the 
building or FWM note card packets as 
well as the 1949 Wendell Cookbook, can 
be made through the mail (address below) 
or by calling Molly Kaynor at 544-7864. 

The Wendell Meetinghouse, which is listed in the State Register of Historic Places, has received a matching grant from the Mass. Preser-
vation Fund through the Mass. Historical Commission, Secretary of the Commonwealth William Frances Galvin, Chairman.    

Meetings are every 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Senior Center. 


