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Meetings are every 3rd Monday  of each Month at 

7:00 P.M. in the Senior Center 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to preserve, 

maintain, and protect the Wendell 

Meetinghouse, a cornerstone to the 

Wendell Town Common and Histor-

ic District. Once the  building has 

been restored to its former glory, it 

shall then be available for historical 

exhibits, cultural  and spiritual pro-

grams, and it will serve as a meeting 

place for special events.  

Friends of the Wendell Meetiinghouse. P.O. Box 171, Wendell, MA  

TALL WINDOWS 

THE HAGER FAMILY  

LOUISE AND BROADUS MITCHELL 

ELSIE AND ALBERT DIEMAND 

JAMES AND CLEMENTINE BARILLA 

MERRITT AND DOROTHEA QUEEN 

DANNY BACIGALUPO 

ROSALIE MAY ROBINSON ROSSER 

SIDNEY SUNDELL 

SOUTH WINDOWS 

CHRISTINE TARENTINO  

MOLLY KAYNOR 

VIC SCUTARI 

 

SOUTH DOORS 

NELLIE BELINDA PARSON AND THE 

RICKETTS FAMILY  

LEE TROUSDALE 

 

BELFRY AND LOBBY 

PAUL AND MELINDA GODFREY 

JESSIE P. RUSSO 

 

Meetinghouse 

Dedications  

 

       Thanks to the generosity of mem-

bers of the Wendell community, 

funds have been raised to honor fam-

ilies and individuals who have con-

tributed to the life of town through 

their public service, their art, and 

their friendship.    

 

        In some cases, funds were donat-

ed in memory of beloved family 

members, and in others, they were 

given directly by neighbors to pre-

pare the Meetinghouse for its future 

place at the center of Town life.    

        Following are the names that we 

honor at Old Home Day, August 17, 

2013.  

 

 

President’s Corner T 

 

This was an exciting year as we 

watched the windows be removed, 

restored, and replaced. After the 

first was installed it was such a joy 

to see the sun streaming in.  We 

hope the community got as much 

pleasure  from this transformation. 

Our bell has been used for sev-

eral events this past year. On the 

anniversary of the Emancipation 

Proclamation the bell joined others 

across the country and rang for 10 

minutes. A group of us shared read-

ing the Proclamation. 

We rang the bell  in honor of Vic 

Scutari. It was rung for Voices of 

Fukushima a memorial of the Fuku-

shima meltdown.  Recently the bell 

provided the music for a wedding 

on the common. 

I am grateful for an active effec-

tive Board of Directors. Those who 

served as officers were:  Chris 

Queen, Vice President, Jerry Barrilla, 

Treasurer, Melinda Godfrey, Clerk. 

We are grateful for the commu-

nity members  and friends who pro-

vided funds for the windows and doors. 

We have a lot of work left to do 

but we are optimistic that, one step 

at a time, we are moving toward the 

day when the Meetinghouse can be 

put back into use as a community 

asset. 

Nan Riebschlaeger, President 

Our bell from the Holbrook Foundry. 

Holbrook bells were known for their 

fine tone and ours is no exception. 



 

 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE WENDELL MEETINGHOUSE 

 

Families from the Lancaster, MA area began arriving in what was to become the town of Wendell in the 1750s. Busy with 

the hard work of carving homesteads out of virgin forest, the settlers lived here without any political or ecclesiastical 

organization for twenty years. Then in late November, 1774, a council of twenty men convened for the purpose of organ-

izing a Congregational church. A few days later, thirteen women joined them. However, it was not until 1783, two years 

after the town’s incorporation, that the town began construction of a Meetinghouse for the Congregational church. Oli-

ver Wendell, a wealthy Boston judge and banker who owned much acreage in town, funded the first church and gifted it 

with a Bible and a silver baptismal font. Building the Meetinghouse took almost ten years and it was “never graced with 

spire, tower or bell,” but it served the people until the summer of 1846 when it was torn down (being “uncomely and 

uncomfortable”) and replaced with the current structure. 

 

Today’s 167-year old Meetinghouse is a two-story, double entrance church built in the Greek Revival style. Its design 

and construction are attributed to Luke Leach, a master carpenter in Wendell who is thought to have built many of the 

Greek Revival houses around the Common. The church bell, still in the tower, was cast in 1846 by the G. H. Holbrook 

bell foundry in Medway, MA. (George Holbrook apprenticed to Paul Revere and his company cast over 11,000 bells 

which were sent to all parts of the US, the British Provinces, Mexico and the Sandwich Islands.) Originally, the church 

had a steeple, but it was splintered by a bolt of lightning in the 1920s. The church building was used continuously as a 

church until 1972;  it reopened in 1981 only to close its doors again ten years later.   

 

The Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse are actively engaged in restoring this Meetinghouse, an integral part of Wen-

dell’s history, to its former glory. The windows and doors were started and completed this year. There is much left to do! 

We are grateful for any contribution you can make. Thank you.  

 

————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please tear this off and send it with your contribution to Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse, P O Box 171, Wendell, 

MA 01379  


