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Meetings are every 3rd Monday  of each Month at 

7:00 P.M. in the Senior Center 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to preserve, 

maintain, and protect the Wendell 

Meetinghouse, a cornerstone to the 

Wendell Town Common and Histor-

ic District. Once the  building has 

been restored to its former glory, it 

shall then be available for historical 

exhibits, cultural  and spiritual pro-

grams, and it will serve as a meeting 

place for special events.  

Tom Chaisson repairing  the belfry. 

CContact Information 

Nancy Riebschlaeger 978-544-2741 

Melinda Godfrey 978-544-3717 

Jerry Barilla 978-544-3250 

Chris Queen 978-544-0219 

Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse 
P.O. Box 171, Wendell, MA 01379  wendellmeetinghouse.org (under construction) 

Progress this past year 

A lot has happened this past 

year. Outside, the scaffolding was 

removed from the front of the build-

ing and the steeple was dismantled. 

Much work was done inside 

cleaning, removing falling ceiling 

tiles, and other water damage  from 

before the new roof.  

The broken windows were re-

placed for the winter.  

Most recently, the belfry was 

repaired, painted and the belfry roof 

replaced. We hope the community 

appreciates this improvement. 

Gifts from Friends 

Last year an anonymous donor 

offered a challenge match which, 

with the help of other local friends, 

yielded $7,434. 

Donna Horn graciously made the 

Meetinghouse the beneficiary of Pro-

mageddon from which we received 

over $2,000. We also received money 

from Donna & Alia Go Scrapping, 

and $1,050 in employer matching 

grants. 

Another donation made possible 

the work on the belfry. 

Finally, we are pleased to an-

nounce that a donor has given us the 

funds necessary to replace the win-

dows on the west and south sides of 

the building 

President’s Corner 

Since being elected President I 

have been blessed with the efforts of 

a core group of dedicated people who 

are giving their time and efforts into 

making the dream of the Meeting-

house returning to full use a reality.  

We have monthly meetings 

attended by board members, Melinda 

Godfrey who has served admirably 

as clerk and Jerry Barilla who has 

served as treasurer and project man-

ager, as well as dedicated members 

Paul Godfrey , Charles Smith, and 

Chris Queen. These folks have made 

my job a pleasure.  

Paul Godfrey has taken a multi-

tude of pictures and drawn a detailed 

map of the building and site dimen-

sions.  Chris Queen has generously 

agreed to take on a Fund Raising 

Campaign so that we can make even 

more progress next year. 

Window Restoration Campaign 

 

 

 

The Friends have received a generous gift to restore the windows on two 

sides of the building this year.  The Meetinghouse has eight large, double-

hung windows with large translucent panes surrounded by small amber-

colored panes, plus six smaller windows on the north, east, and south 

sides.  Adrian Montagano has donated historic “wavy glass” to replace the 

“hammered glass” in the large windows, which will reveal beautiful views of 

our historic common and burial ground when the project is complete.  

        Details of the Campaign for the Meetinghouse Windows will be an-

nounced in the coming weeks.  We hope to raise funds this year to complete 

the window project in the Spring.   Please contact any of the officers listed to 

the left if you wish to make an early pledge or a matching gift. 


